During an inventory of the parasites of Uruguayan elasmobranchs, 5 specimens of a previously undescribed species of tetraphyllidean cestode belonging to the poorly known Scyphophyllidium Woodland, 1927 were collected from the spiral valve of 1 of 5 specimens of Mustelus mento (Cope, 1877) examined. In this paper we describe the new species, discuss the status of specimens assigned to Scyphophyllidium, and examine its possible phylogenetic affinities.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Sharks were collected by commercial fishermen using bag seines in July 1993 along the coast of La Paloma, Uruguay. Cestodes were relaxed in sea water, killed in a relaxed condition with hot water, fixed immediately with alcohol-formalin-acetic acid (AFA), and stored in 70% ethanol. Whole mounts were stained with Mayer's hematoxylin. Serial cross sections of proglottids cut 7JLm thick were stained with Mayer's hematoxylin and counterstained with eosin. Whole mounts and cross sections were mounted in Canada balsam. Scanning electron microscopy preparations were made using a standard dehydration, fixed in 1% osmium tetroxide, and processed in Peldri II (Pelco International, Riverdale, California) prior to sputter coating with gold. Specimens were examined with a Hitachi S-2500 scanning electron microscope. All measurements are in microns unless otherwise noted. Measurements are given as ranges with mean value followed by sample size in parentheses. USNPC refers to the U. Euzet's (1959) figure suggests a smaller number of preporal and aporal testes than exhibited by the specimens from Uruguay. The uterine duct in specimens from Uruguay is highly glandular and becomes expanded and saccate in late mature and gravid proglottids, extending anteriorly from the ootype poral to the vagina and entering the uterus at the level of the genital atrium, rather than entering the uterus posterior to the level of the genital pore as in most tetraphyllideans. Riser described the same morphology for his specimens from California. Euzet did not describe or figure any unusual structure of the uterine duct, reporting the uterus of his specimens to be bipartite, with an anterior part and with an immediately preovarian part, the 2 parts being connected by a "portion etranglee" (Euzet, 1959: 60). This morphology differs from that exhibited by the specimens from Uruguay. Riser reported that the specimens he identified as S. giganteum had ventral osmoregulatory ducts medial to the dorsal ducts; this is the reverse of the condition found in most tetraphyllideans. Our specimens from Uruguay exhibit this same unusual feature. Euzet did not describe the configuration of the osmoregulatory ducts in his specimens. The specimens from Uruguay exhibit 2 traits not described or figured by Woodland ( 
